
Preliminary 4th Quarter AM Novel Groups 
 
Novel:  ? (Unknown) ? 
Adult Facilitator: Catherine Kuhn 
 
Group Members: 

• Ryan Bjorvik 
• Malaya Downey 
• Grace Kuhn 
• Cole Landers 
• Taylor Marlia 
• Davis Robbins 

 
*This group did not resubmit their novel choice sheet.  I need someone to communicate their choice (Flora & Ulysses: The 
Illuminated Adventures, The One and Only Ivan, Dead End in Norvelt, or Cold Cereal). 
 
 
 
 



Novel:  Turtle in Paradise 
Adult Facilitator: Teri Price 
 
Turtle in Paradise 
by Jennifer L. Holm (Goodreads Author) 
 

In Jennifer L. Holm's New York Times bestselling, Newbery Honor winning middle grade historical 
fiction novel, life isn't like the movies. But then again, 11-year-old Turtle is no Shirley Temple 
 
She's smart and tough and has seen enough of the world not to expect a Hollywood ending. After all, 
it's 1935 and jobs and money and sometimes even dreams are scarce. So when Turtle's mama gets a 
job housekeeping for a lady who doesn't like kids, Turtle says goodbye without a tear and heads off to 
Key West, Florida to live with relatives she's never met. Florida's like nothing Turtle's ever seen before 
though. It's hot and strange, full of rag tag boy cousins, family secrets, scams, and even buried pirate 
treasure! Before she knows what's happened, Turtle finds herself coming out of the shell she's spent her life building, and as 
she does, her world opens up in the most unexpected ways. Filled with adventure, humor and heart, Turtle in Paradise is an 
instant classic both boys and girls with love. 
 
Includes an Author's Note with photographs and further background on the Great Depression, as well as additional 
resources and websites. 
Hardcover, 177 pages 
Published May 11th 2010 by Random House Books for Young Readers  
	  
Group Members: 

• Alyda Carder-Greig 
• Sidney King 
• Zoë Neilson 
• Johnathan Price 
• Xavier Warner 

 
 
 



Novel:  Moon Over Manifest 
Adult Facilitator: Lynda Clarke 
 
Moon Over Manifest 
by Clare Vanderpool 
The movement of the train rocked me like a lullaby. I closed my eyes to the dusty countryside and 
imagined the sign I’d seen only in Gideon’s stories: Manifest—A Town with a rich past and a bright future. 
  
Abilene Tucker feels abandoned. Her father has put her on a train, sending her off to live with an old friend 
for the summer while he works a railroad job. Armed only with a few possessions and her list of universals, 
Abilene jumps off the train in Manifest, Kansas, aiming to learn about the boy her father once was. 
 
Having heard stories about Manifest, Abilene is disappointed to find that it’s just a dried-up, worn-out old town. But her 
disappointment quickly turns to excitement when she discovers a hidden cigar box full of mementos, including some old letters 
that mention a spy known as the Rattler. These mysterious letters send Abilene and her new friends, Lettie and Ruthanne, on an 
honest-to-goodness spy hunt, even though they are warned to “Leave Well Enough Alone.” 
 
Abilene throws all caution aside when she heads down the mysterious Path to Perdition to pay a debt to the reclusive Miss Sadie, a 
diviner who only tells stories from the past. It seems that Manifest’s history is full of colorful and shadowy characters—and long-
held secrets. The more Abilene hears, the more determined she is to learn just what role her father played in that history. And as 
Manifest’s secrets are laid bare one by one, Abilene begins to weave her own story into the fabric of the town. 
  
Powerful in its simplicity and rich in historical detail, Clare Vanderpool’s debut is a gripping story of loss and redemption. 
Hardcover, 368 pages 

 
Group Members: 

• Anya Cavender 
• Henry Clarke 
• Chloe Daugherty-Brunak 
• Jackson Peters 
• Zach Powers 

 
 
 

Winner of the 2011 Newbery Award. 
	  



Novel:  Bomb: The Race to Build—and Steal—the World’s Most Dangerous 
Weapon 
Adult Facilitator: Christie Kline 
 
	  
Bomb: The Race to Build—and Steal—the World's Most 
Dangerous Weapon 
by Steve Sheinkin 
In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery: When placed 
next to radioactive material, a Uranium atom split in two. That simple discovery launched a 
scientific race that spanned 3 continents. In Great Britain and the United States, Soviet spies 
worked their way into the scientific community; in Norway, a commando force slipped behind 
enemy lines to attack German heavy-water manufacturing; and deep in the desert, one brilliant 
group of scientists was hidden away at a remote site at Los Alamos. This is the story of the 
plotting, the risk-taking, the deceit, and genius that created the world's most formidable weapon. 
This is the story of the atomic bomb. 
 
Bomb is a 2012 National Book Awards finalist for Young People’s Literature. 
Bomb is a 2012 Washington Post Best Kids Books of the Year title. 
Bomb is a 2013 Newbery Honor book. 
Hardcover, 266 pages 
Published September 4th 2012 by Flash Point 
	  
 
Group Members: 

• Aidan Rathbun 
• Quincy Richeson 
• Arian Sardo Masi 
• Kestrel Warner 
• Ella Yeigh 

 
 
 



Novel:  Inside Out & Back Again 
Adult Facilitator: Megan Peters 
 
	  
Inside Out & Back Again 
by Thanhha Lai 
No one would believe me but at times I would choose wartime in Saigon over peacetime in Alabama. 

For all the ten years of her life, Hà has only known Saigon: the thrills of its markets, the joy of its 
traditions, the warmth of her friends close by . . . and the beauty of her very own papaya tree. 
 
But now the Vietnam War has reached her home. Hà and her family are forced to flee as Saigon falls, 
and they board a ship headed toward hope. In America, Hà discovers the foreign world of Alabama: 
the coldness of its strangers, the dullness of its food, the strange shape of its landscape . . . and the 
strength of her very own family. 
 
This is the moving story of one girl's year of change, dreams, grief, and healing as she journeys from one country to another, 
one life to the next.  
Hardcover, 272 pages 
Published February 22nd 2011 by HarperCollins 
	  
 
Group Members: 

• Jackson Conn 
• Sam Gronke 
• Oscar Harold 
• Molly Jones 
• Fiona Kavanaugh-Collie 
• Wrigley Kline 

 


