


ABC Poetry : 
An ABC poem has 5 lines that create a mood, picture, or feeling. 

Lines 1 through 4 are made up of words, phrases or clauses - and the 
first word of each line is in alphabetical order from the first word. 

Line 5 is one sentence, beginning with any letter. 

A lthough things are not perfect 
B ecause of trial or pain 
C ontinue in thanksgiving 
D o not begin to blame 
For every finger that you point at others 
distracts you from the cause at hand—living. 
    



Color Poems:  Choose a color and describe 
or compare things that have that color. 

Red comes from Santa’s red cheeks 
As red as a berry. 

Red hides in a rainbow in the 
Soft, swift sky in the summertime. 

Red feels like love from your mother 
Anytime you’re sick. 

Red smells like a fresh scented 
Rose that just bloomed in your garden. 

Red works as a good luck color 
in a Country with over 2 billion people, 

Called China. 
Red is a color of embarrassment. 



Moment Poetry: My Sickest Moment, My Happiest Day, My Saddest 
Day, The Best Day of My Life, The Worst Day of My Life, etc.  Move the reader with emotion .  

Make them feel what you feel. Make them feel emotional!     

My Saddest Moment 
I see her everyday. 

I always ask her if she is feeling better. 
It's always the same answer...no. 

In the middle of the night 
I hear crying. 

It's my dad sitting by the window crying, 
the phone's on the floor. 

I ask dad why he is crying. 
He tells me that grandma died. 

I run up the stairs and jump onto 
my bed and began to cry. 

My grandma will have a better life 
in heaven 

without any pain. 
But, I miss her 
so very much. 



Question Poetry: This poetry pattern can be used to question anyone or 
anything.  It can be rhyming or free verse.   

Tree 
Oh, Tree! 

Why are you so sad? 
Why aren't you glad? 

Did someone hurt you? 

Oh, child! 
I am sad because my family 

has been cut down. 
Nobody has hurt me yet!! 

I have a solution! 
We'll help stop pollution 

By sending a note 
To the President. 
Plant more trees 

and don't cut them down. 
Then you will be able to grow 

Help keep our planet safe 
By cleaning the air. 

Thanks, 
Now I will have a good life. 



Quatrain: 4 line Poetry 

 Formed by two rhyming couplets.  
 This pattern is called a a b b. 
 The first line rhymes with the second and the  

 third line rhymes with the fourth line.  
 Other quatrain patterns are a b a b,  a b b a, and 

 a b c b.  
Couplet: 

 A pair of lines of poetry that are usually rhymed. 
 The last word of the first line and last line rhyme.  



Clerihew: A humorous format contained in a 
single quatrain and composed of two rhyming 

couplets. The rhyme scheme is a-a-b-b with 
lines of uneven length.   

Our Preschool teacher, Mrs. Brandi 
Made me feel very handy. 

But, when she made us do circle time 
I felt that it was a big crime. 

By: Erik 



Autobiography Poem: 
Line 1: Your first name  

2: Four descriptive traits  
3: Sibling of...  

 4: Lover of (people, ideas)  
 Line 5: Who feels...  

 Line 6: Who needs...  
 Line 7: Who gives... 
Line 8: Who fears...  

 Line 9: Who would like to see...  
 Line 10: Resident of (your city)  

11: Your last name (If published on the internet choose another name to describe  
yourself) 



Diamonte Poetry: 

______________________ 
(subject) 

______________________________________ 
(two adjectives describing the subject) 

________________________________________________ 
(three words ending in "ing" telling about the subject) 

____________________________________________________________ 
(four words, the first two describe the subject the last two describe its opposite) 

________________________________________________ 
(three words ending in "ing" telling about the opposite) 

_____________________________________ 
(two adjectives describing the opposite) 

________________________________ 
(opposite) 



Acrostic Poetry: 
An acrostic poem is one in which certain letters, 
often the first  letter of every line, form a name or 

a theme. 

Hockey 

Hockey is my favorite sport 
On the ice or street 
Cool and fun 
Keep on playing 
Exercise and stronger 
You should try   



5 W Poetry: 

Line 1 
Who? 
Line 2 
What? 
Line 3 
When? 
Line 4 

Where? 
Line 5 
Why? 



Limerick: 

 Lines 1, 2 and 5 rhyme. 
 Lines 3 and 4 rhyme 

There was an Old Person whose habits, 
Induced him to feed upon rabbits; 

When he'd eaten eighteen, 
He turned perfectly green, 

Upon which he relinquished those habits. 



Haiku: 

Japanese form of poetry.  
Form is 17 syllables in three lines with pattern: 

first line, 5 syllables; second line 7 syllables; third 
line, 5 syllables. Usually has nature themes. 

Raindrops 

Raindrops falling down 
On the windowpane making 

wonderful music. 



Concrete or Shape Poem  
A concrete or shape poem is a poem that forms a picture of the topic or follows the 
contours of a shape that is suggested by the topic. These can be used effectively 
with reports in science or social studies. In other words a concrete poem is one 

that takes the shape of the object it describes. 

1. Think of some feeling (glad, sad, or mad is a good start), and begin to think of writing a  
 poem about it. 

2. But imagine that your poem is to be printed as a picture and that you can decide on the  
 ideal shape for the poem.  

3. The shape can be anything you want, as long as it has something to do with what your  
 poem is about.  

4. It might be easiest to outline the shape first, and then erase it, leaving a faint hint of the  
 shape to guide you.  

5. Popular examples are hearts and angel wings, clouds, waves and the shape of the   

 number 7.  







Cinquain: 5 line Poetry  
Syllabic verse form. Gradually increasing number of syllables in each line until 
the last line, which returns to two syllables. 
Form for younger students: 

Line 1: 2 syllables    One word giving the title. (noun) 
Line 2: 4 syllables   Two words that describe the title. (adjectives) 
Line 3: 6 syllables   Three words that express action. ( Verbs) 
Line 4: 8 syllables    Four words that express feeling. 
Line 5:  2 syllables    One word that gives the title a different name. (synonym) 

Bats             Bats                              
Small, brown                       Small, black 
Gliding, landing, feeding               Roosting, gliding, landing 
Bugs, fruit, eating                          Flying Fox, fruit-eater 
 Mammals                                     Nocturnal 


