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Gross	  

http://www.foxnews.com/science/
2014/12/31/fanged-frog-species-gives-
birth-to-live-young/#.VKnhGlC36Vk.mailto 
 

Frogs and other 
amphibians lay eggs, but 
mammals give birth to live 
young, right? Not always. A 
newly described species of 
frog gives birth to live 
tadpoles, and is the only 
known frog to do so, 
researchers say. 
 
"As soon as I picked her 
up, she squirted tadpoles 
all over my hand," McGuire 
told Live Science. He didn't 
have time to take a video of 
the frog giving birth, but 
did find more tadpoles in 
nearby pools. The find 
"was clear indication" that 
the females do in fact give 
birth to live tadpoles, he 
said. 
 
 
 



On	  Trial	  

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/
nation/2015/01/04/boston-marathon-
bombing-trial-opens/21052311/ 
 

The Boston Marathon bombing trial 
gets underway Monday as potential 
jurors begin arriving at federal 
court, where a panel of 12 will 
ultimately decide whether 21-year-
old suspect Dzhokhar Tsarnaev is 
executed. 
 
The trial will unfold in two phases — 
a guilt phase followed by a penalty 
phase if necessary — and could 
take months to complete. Having 
the same jury sit for both phases 
raises the stakes of jury selection 
all the more. 
 
 



Look	  Out	  Below	  

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/05/
science/space/next-frontier-for-spacex-
and-elon-musk-landing-a-rocket-on-
earth.html?_r=0 
 

The cost of getting to orbit is 
exorbitant, because the rocket, with 
its multimillion-dollar engines, ends 
up as trash in the ocean after one 
launching. 
 
SpaceX will attempt to land the first 
stage of the rocket intact on a barge 
floating in the Atlantic Ocean. After the 
booster falls away and the second 
stage continues pushing the payload 
to orbit, its engines will reignite to 
turn it around and guide it to a spot 
about 200 miles east of Jacksonville, 
Fla. 
 



Turn	  the	  Other	  Cheek?	  
For the second time in days, New York 
police -- joined by officers from 
departments across the country -- buried 
one of their own Sunday. And again, a 
silent protest in blue repeated itself as 
some officers turned their backs on the 
city's mayor. 
 
The show of dissent happened a week 
earlier at the funeral for Officer Rafael 
Ramos, who was killed along with Officer 
Wenjian Liu as the two patrol partners sat 
in their squad car. 
 
Some officers have accused the mayor of 
encouraging anti-police fervor because of 
his support of protests against police 
brutality. Tens of thousands had taken to 
the streets after the death of African-
American Eric Garner during an encounter 
with white NYPD officers in July. 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/01/04/us/new-
york-detective-liu-funeral/index.html 
 



Whose	  Body?	  

http://www.foxnews.com/health/
2015/01/05/connecticut-teen-with-cancer-
forced-by-state-to-undergo-chemo-
treatments/ 
 

A 17-year-old cancer patient and her mother 
are locked in an unprecedented legal battle 
with the Connecticut state government over 
the teen’s right to refuse chemotherapy 
treatment, Fox CT reported. 
 
The girl, identified only as “Cassandra C." in 
court documents, was diagnosed with 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma in September. At the 
time, doctors at Connecticut Children’s 
Medical Center (CCMC) recommended she 
receive chemotherapy. After she refused 
treatment— with her mother’s support— 
Connecticut’s Department of Children and 
Families (DCF) stepped in. 
 
Cassandra was taken into temporary custody 
by DCF in November, and her mother was 
ordered to cooperate with medical care 
administered under the agency’s 
supervision, after the hospital reported her to 
the agency. 



Duck	  vs.	  Buck(eye)	  

http://bleacherreport.com/articles/2319698-college-football-
national-championship-2015-latest-odds-preview-for-title-game 
 

The 2014 college football regular season was one of the wildest in recent memory, 
and the road to the 2015 national championship has been just as unpredictable, 
with the Oregon Ducks and Ohio State Buckeyes advancing to the title game. 
 
With Oregon, Ohio State, the Alabama Crimson Tide and the Florida State 
Seminoles all making the inaugural College Football Playoff, fans were treated to 
two intriguing semifinal battles that have spawned a dream championship. 
 
With the Duck and Buckeye wins, they will meet in the final on January 12, in 
Arlington, Texas. 



Wreckage	  Found	  

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-
asia-30632735 
 

The Airbus A320-200, carrying 
162 people from Surabaya in 
Indonesia to Singapore, was 
just over 40 minutes into its 
flight when contact was lost 
during bad weather. 
 
Some wreckage and bodies 
were recovered floating some 
16km (10 miles) from the 
plane's last known co-
ordinates. 
 
The main debris, including the 
fuselage in which the bodies of 
many of the victims may be 
trapped, is believed to lie 
underwater. 



Mother	  Was	  Right	  

http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2015/01/06/
study-cold-weather-may-be-linked-to-
common-cold-after-all/ 
 

Science may back up common wisdom. 
A study in the Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences found 
that cold weather may actually make it 
easier for viruses to invade. 
 
“The immune system is less able to 
protect itself from the virus at cold 
temperatures,” said Dr. Posada. “The 
cold temperature that is present in the 
nose compared to the lungs where the 
area is a little bit warmer.” 
 
Turns out certain cells in the body 
secrete chemicals that help ward off 
infection from germs like cold viruses. 
But at the temperatures in the nose, 
especially when breathing cold air, 
those cells can’t churn out as much 
protective substances. So viruses find it 
easier to infect. 



High	  Seas	  Hijinks	  

http://www.msn.com/en-us/news/crime/us-navy-
commander-pleads-guilty-in-massive-bribery-
case/ar-BBhBpIs 
 

A U.S. Navy commander pleaded guilty 
Tuesday in a massive bribery scheme 
involving a longtime military contractor 
in Asia who allegedly offered luxury 
travel, prostitutes and other bribes to 
Navy officers in exchange for 
confidential information. 
 
Sanchez was charged with accepting 
bribes for steering Navy ships to 
Leonard Glenn Francis, chief executive 
of a Singapore-based company that 
provided services to vessels at ports. 
 
Francis, known in military circles as 
"Fat Leonard," and his company Glenn 
Defense Marine Asia Ltd., or GDMA, 
serviced Navy ships for 25 years. 
Prosecutors say he bought information 
that allowed his company to overbill the 
Navy for port services in Asia by at least 
$20 million since 2009. 
 



Bugs	  Man	  

http://www.wsj.com/articles/scientists-
discover-new-antibiotic-a-potential-
weapon-against-a-range-of-
diseases-1420654892 
 

Scientists have discovered a 
powerful new antibiotic they say can 
kill an array of germs without the 
bugs easily becoming resistant to it, a 
potential weapon against a range of 
diseases. 
 
The discovery is a rare—and much-
needed—breakthrough in the quest 
for new antibiotics to overcome the 
problem of growing resistance to 
existing drugs. While the new 
compound was shown to be safe and 
effective in mice, scientists need to 
determine whether this is the case for 
people. 
 
The discovery of the new class of 
antibiotic, called teixobactin, was 
reported Wednesday in the journal 
Nature. It was uncovered by 
screening 10,000 bacterial strains 
from soil. Teixobactin will be 
investigated further in animals before 
being tested in people. 



Pay	  to	  Play	  
Even school teams are getting more 
expensive. A study by the University 
of Michigan C.S. Mott Children's 
Hospital found that 61 percent of 
respondents reported paying to 
participate in middle school and high 
school sports. 
 
Not surprisingly, then, as the cost of 
playing rises, the amount of playing 
declines. Between 2011 and 2012, 
participation in team sports fell to 50 
percent, from 54 percent, for kids 
ages 6 to 17, according to Sports & 
Fitness Industry Association data. 
 
The end result is that a significant 
share of lower-income children and 
adolescents find themselves shut 
out of team sports. 
 
 

http://www.nbcnews.com/business/
consumer/lower-income-students-getting-
shut-out-sports-n164941 
 



I	  am	  Charlie	  

http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/paris-
magazine-attack/charlie-hebdo-
shooting-12-killed-muhammad-cartoons-
magazine-paris-n281266 
 

Masked gunmen armed with 
AK-47s and shouting "Allahu 
Akbar" stormed the offices of a 
French satirical news magazine 
Wednesday in a terror attack that 
left 12 people dead, including the 
editor and two police officers. 
 
There was no verified claim of 
responsibility or motive for the 
ambush, but the target, a weekly 
publication called Charlie Hebdo, 
has published cartoons of the 
Muslim Prophet Muhammad and 
was firebombed three years ago. 



Till	  Death	  Do	  Us	  Part	  

http://www.cnn.com/2015/01/07/health/
alcohol-poisoning-deaths/ 
 

By the end of today, an average 
of six people will have died from 
alcohol poisoning, and it's a 
"surprising group" that's dying 
more than any other, according to 
new research from the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 
 
That adds up to an average of 
2,221 people in the United States 
-- a conservative estimate, 
according to the CDC — dying 
annually, making it one of the 
leading preventable causes of 
death. The numbers come from 
death certificate data collected 
from 2010 to 2012. 
 
In what the CDC said was a 
surprise, it found that white men 
between the ages of 35 and 64 
are dying most often from alcohol 
poisoning. That demographic 
accounts for 76% of the deaths. 
 
 



Fetch	  Rover	  

http://www.foxnews.com/science/
2015/01/08/do-mars-rover-photos-show-
potential-signs-ancient-life/ 
 

A careful study of images taken by the 
NASA rover Curiosity has revealed 
intriguing similarities between ancient 
sedimentary rocks on Mars and 
structures shaped by microbes on 
Earth. The findings suggest, but do not 
prove, that life may have existed earlier 
on the Red Planet. 
 
Mars and Earth shared a similar early 
history.  On Earth, carpet-like colonies 
of microbes trap and rearrange 
sediments in shallow bodies of water 
such as lakes and coastal areas, 
forming distinctive features that 
fossilize over time. These structures, 
known as microbially-induced 
sedimentary structures (or MISS), are 
found in shallow water settings all over 
the world and in ancient rocks spanning 
Earth's history 



14	  More	  

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/
nationworld/chi-florida-gay-
marriage-20150106-story.html 
 

Florida's ban on same-sex 
marriage ended statewide at 
the stroke of midnight 
Monday, and court clerks in 
some Florida counties wasted 
no time, issuing marriage 
licenses and performing 
weddings for same-sex 
couples overnight. 
 
The addition of Florida's 19.9 
million people means 70 
percent of Americans now 
live in the 36 states where gay 
marriage is legal. 
 
 


