


Geeks	  Unite	  

http://mobile.nytimes.com/2015/05/08/
science/us-and-european-scientists-sign-
cooperation-pact.html?_r=0&referrer= 
 

Laying the groundwork for what they said 
would be a new era of scientific cooperation, 
leaders of European and American particle 
physics initiatives signed an agreement at a 
White House ceremony on Thursday to share 
the spoils of their research in the coming 
decades. 
 
Scientists and diplomats said the deal — 
signed by the Department of Energy, the 
National Science Foundation and CERN, the 
European Organization for Nuclear Research 
— allows the United States to continue to 
collaborate on the world’s flagship 
experiment, CERN’s Large Hadron Collider, 
where the long-sought Higgs boson was 
discovered three years ago. For the first 
time, CERN will now be able to collaborate 
on projects in the United States, a necessity 
in an age when big scientific experiments are 
too expensive for any one country or even 
one continent to foot on its own. 



Play	  Nice(r)	  

http://www.cnn.com/2015/05/06/europe/
ukraine-violence/index.html 
 

Fighting has again shaken a nearly 
three-month ceasefire deal between 
Ukrainian forces and pro-Russian 
separatists in eastern Ukraine, 
leaving five Ukrainian troops dead in 
a 24-hour period, Ukrainian officials 
said Wednesday. 
 
Twelve other Ukrainian service 
members were injured in the fighting 
in separatist areas of eastern 
Ukraine, the country's National 
Security and Defense Council said. 
 
The violence happened despite a 
ceasefire that was agreed to in mid-
February for Ukrainian forces and 
rebels who hold territory in eastern 
Ukraine's Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions, near the border with Russia. 



Play	  Nice(r)	  II	  

http://www.cnn.com/2015/05/06/europe/
germany-terror-arrests/index.html 
 

Four people have been arrested in 
Germany on suspicion of planning 
attacks on mosques, Salafist 
Muslims and asylum seekers' 
hostels, according to the federal 
prosecutors' office. 
 
Authorities say the four -- three men 
and one woman -- are all German 
nationals and had formed an 
extremist right-wing terror group 
called the "OldSchool Society." 
 
Authorities say they also uncovered 
explosives during searches of the 
suspects' homes and other 
properties. 
 
The four suspects will go before an 
investigating judge on Wednesday. 



Holland(ays)	  in	  Cuba	  

http://www.thelocal.fr/20150509/countdown-
for-hollandes-historic-cuba-visit 
 

The EU suspended relations with Cuba 
in 2003 over a crackdown on journalists 
and activists, but it began talks to 
restore them in April 2014, aiming to 
persuade Havana to improve its human 
rights record. 
 

It was under the French presidency of 
the EU in 2008 that political dialogue 
was first resumed between Brussels 
and Havana. Raul Castro had just 
assumed power from his brother Fidel 
and announced a series of economic 
reforms. 
 

François Hollande will become the first 
French president to visit Cuba in more 
than a century when he lands in Havana 
on Monday, cementing Paris’s leading 
role in the European Union’s 
rapprochement with the communist 
island. 
 
 



Play	  Nice(r)	  III	  

http://news.yahoo.com/sixth-police-officer-
dies-macedonia-clashes-001439329.html 
 

NATO and the EU called for a return 
to calm in Macedonia Sunday after 
clashes between police and an 
armed group left at least 22 people 
dead, raising concerns about 
presumed ethnic-Albanian unrest in 
the Balkan region. 
 
"I urge everyone to exercise 
restraint and avoid any further 
escalation, in the interest of the 
country and the whole region," 
NATO Jens Stoltenberg said in a 
statement. 
 
Police said late Sunday that their 
operation against the gunmen in 
the northern town of Kumanovo 
was over. 



Really	  Good	  Pizza	  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/
11590607/International-cocaine-ring-operating-out-of-Goodfellas-
style-Queens-NY-pizzeria-busted.html 
 

In a plot line that could have come 
straight out of The Sopranos, an 
Italian pizzeria in the New York 
borough of Queens was revealed on 
Thursday to have been the linchpin 
in a multi-million pound cocaine 
trafficking operation across the 
Atlantic. 
 

The drug-smuggling operation, 
which involved New York crime 
families working closely with the 
powerful 'Ndrangheta mafia of 
Calabria, was run out of the ordinary-
looking pizzeria, called Cucino a 
Modo Mio, or "I cook it my way". 
 

"In the evening, the family ran a 
good pizzeria. In other hours they 
were running" the drug trade, said 
Andrea Grassi, the head of an Italian 
police special operations unit. 



The	  Sky	  is	  Falling—Literally	  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/science/
space/11591247/Russias-Progress-cargo-
spacecraft-burns-up-over-Pacific.html 
 

An unmanned Russian spaceship 
loitering in orbit after a failed cargo run 
to the International Space Station 
plunged into Earth's atmosphere on 
Thursday. 
 

The capsule, loaded with more than 
three tons of food, fuel and supplies for 
the station crew, fell from orbit at 10:04 
p.m. EDT (0204 GMT), the Russian 
space agency Roscosmos said in a 
statement. 
 

At the time, the $30 million Progress-59 
spacecraft was flying over the central 
Pacific Ocean, the statement said. 
 

Most of the spacecraft was expected to 
burn up during its high-speed descent 
through the atmosphere, but small 
pieces of the structure could have 
survived and splashed down in the 
ocean. 



Davy	  Jones	  

http://www.cnn.com/2015/05/08/europe/
migrant-boat-deaths-found/index.html 
 

The Italian Navy says it has found the 
underwater wreckage of a boat -- 
overloaded with migrants -- that 
capsized off the coast of Libya, 
killing hundreds. 
 

The boat that sank on April 19 is part 
of a larger crisis that Europe is 
facing. Thousands of migrants from 
war-torn parts of the Middle East and 
Africa set sail toward Italy in hopes 
of gaining a foothold into the rest of 
the EU. 
 

The Italian Navy estimates 800 
people died when the boat capsized. 
 

Twenty-eight people were rescued 
from the doomed ship, and told 
investigators of the cramped 
conditions on the boat. Only 24 
bodies were recovered in the area 
where the boat sank. 



The	  Cost	  of	  War	  

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-
europe-32705610 
 

An investigation by Russian 
opposition activists has 
concluded that 220 Russian 
soldiers died in two major battles 
in eastern Ukraine. 
 
The report includes data 
compiled by the opposition 
politician Boris Nemtsov, who 
was shot dead in February. 
 
Russia denies Western 
accusations that it has sent 
regular troops and armor to help 
the rebels in eastern Ukraine. 
 
The cost of Russia's military 
involvement and of annexing 
Crimea is said to run into billions 
of dollars. 



Everyone	  Walk	  

http://www.cnn.com/2015/05/12/europe/austria-gay-
themed-pedestrian-lights/index.html 
 

Pedestrians waiting to cross 
the road in the Austrian capital 
of Vienna will now be greeted 
by an unusual sight. 
 
 

Instead of a single figure 
walking or not walking, the 
lights will show two women, 
two men or a heterosexual 
couple hand in hand, with little 
hearts lighting up between 
them. 
 

City officials say they hope the 
new signals will improve road 
safety as well as highlighting 
Vienna's commitment to 
equality, diversity and 
tolerance. In the coming days, 
more lights will be adapted, 
with 120 pedestrian crossings 
due to feature the new symbols 
in total. 



Not	  My	  Mummy	  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/france/
11600646/Egyptian-mummified-child-saved-from-French-rubbish-
dump-to-go-on-display-for-first-time.html 
 

A 2,000-year-old Egyptian child 
mummy discovered in a rubbish dump 
in France is to go on display for the 
first time outside Paris. 
 

The mummified body of the toddler in 
a casket first came to publish attention 
when an unidentified local resident of 
Rueil Malmaison showed up at the 
municipal dump in 2001 and asked 
where to throw her "cumbersome" 
unwanted goods. 
 

A stylised bird feather and 
hieroglyphic inscription revealed her 
name as Ta-Iset (she of Isis). 
Archaeologist Christian Desroches 
Noblecourt said that the feather 
reminds the living that "the dead 
person's heart must be as light as a 
feather to allow the soul to reach the 
afterlife following mummification". 



Ignore	  the	  Weapons	  Behind	  the	  Curtain	  

http://edition.cnn.com/2015/04/22/europe/
france-arrest-church-attack/index.html 
 

A 24-year-old man is in custody after he 
called for an ambulance, only to have 
French authorities come and discover 
weapons, ammunition and evidence of 
his plans to target churches -- an attack 
that someone in Syria requested, a top 
prosecutor said Wednesday. 
 

Paris Prosecutor Francois Molins said 
Ghlam asked for medical help at his 
home in Paris' 13th district Sunday 
morning, claiming he had accidentally 
injured himself when he mishandled a 
weapon. 
 

But authorities found more than a man 
with a gunshot wound in his thigh. 
Molins said Ghlam was someone 
suspected of killing a 32-year-old 
woman hours earlier and who then 
intended to launch a larger-scale terror 
attack in the near future. 



Do	  You	  Know	  Where	  I	  am?	  

http://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-
trending-32706696 
 

It's sparked frightening headlines and 
warnings from police departments around 
the world - but there's no evidence that a 
social media "game" that encourages 
children to disappear is anything other than 
a rumour that's got out of hand. 
 
The first suspected case surfaced in 
northern France in late April. A 13-year-old 
girl named Emma disappeared from her 
home, but was found three days later.  
 
According to local media reports, Emma told 
police she'd been playing the "Game of 72" - 
a social media challenge where kids are 
allegedly told to disappear for 72 hours by 
their friends. 
 
There's just one problem - the story about 
Emma doesn't check out. Francois Perain, 
the prosecutor in Valenciennes, the district 
where the incident took place, told BBC 
Trending that the game "seems to be an 
excuse". 



Give	  Me	  a	  Hug	  

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/16/world/europe/
luxembourg-premier-is-first-eu-leader-to-marry-same-sex-
partner.html?ref=europe 
 

The prime minister of Luxembourg on 
Friday wed his partner of several years 
in the first same-sex marriage of a 
European Union leader. 
 

Prime Minister Xavier Bettel married 
Gauthier Destenay, a Belgian architect, 
less than a year after lawmakers in 
Luxembourg overwhelmingly legalized 
same-sex marriage, a sign of shifting 
attitudes in the predominantly Roman 
Catholic duchy. 
 

Mr. Bettel, a 42-year-old lawyer, is the 
head of the center-right Democratic 
Party and was elected prime minister 
in 2013 after having served as mayor 
of the capital, the city of Luxembourg. 
He replaced Jean-Claude Juncker, now 
head of the European Commission, 
who had been in power for nearly 19 
years. 



Play	  Nice(r)	  IV…Seriously	  

http://www.cnn.com/2015/05/18/us/texas-
biker-gang-brawl-shooting/ 
 

The biker gang members who began 
beating, stabbing and shooting each 
other in a Texas Twin Peaks restaurant 
knew the police were outside; they just 
didn't care, Waco police Sgt. W. Patrick 
Swanton said Monday. 
 
By the time the Sunday melee was over, 
at least nine people were dead, 18 were 
hospitalized and the arrest tally stood at 
192. 
 
About 170 suspects arrested after a 
shootout between rival biker gangs and 
police Sunday at Waco’s Twin Peaks 
restaurant that left nine dead and 18 
injured were ordered held in lieu of $1 
million bonds Monday while 
investigators continued the painstaking 
process of gathering evidence at the 
crime scene. 


