24.7% introduction

n the spring of 1889, two wormen arrived at the Neg Percé
How in Lapwai, Idaho. One o

uring the Civil War, The oth

f them, Tane Gay, had nursed soldiers
er, Alice Fletcher, had been a leader in - .

Percé could live like

her Americans.

The Indians listened in stony silence, Settlers:
might think of owning a

Finally, one man spoke. “We do not cut up oﬁ_r.
Whi does this : nd in little pieces,” the Indian said. “We have not
: at group . » © doit
."soldier belong to? | Tﬁ?}ngia}?»; .W\zfe
~ Why is he fighting? und (o develop b

rds show why tensions were -
etween settlers and Native .
Americans. As you read about the Nez Percé and -
Uther Indian groups, you will see how the progress -
the settlers meant the end of the Indians’ ways

life,




Hurricane Creek runs majestically
threugh the Wallowa Valley, home to
the Nez Percé Indians. in the back-
ground is Chief Joseph Mountain.
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move. “T would give up my country,” he
said, “rather than have the blood of white
men upon the hands of my people.”

24.2 The Nez Perce

% or centuries, the Nez Percé freely roamed the lush mountains an;l
valleys where Oregon, Washington, and I(?aho come toget}{er tot ay..
..5?. Their name, which means “pierced nose” in French, was g_ilveritho
them by French explorers. The French had. confused the Nelz IPerczl;): .
other Indians who decorated their noses with pieces of shell. In re " ¥, .
Nez Percé did not usuvally pierce their nos.f:,s Or wear nose ornam;n :
‘When horses arrived in the Northwest in the 1700s, the Nt?z erceS: .
became expert riders and horse breeders. T}{ey developed their ow:e f[; o
breed known as the Appaloosa. These beautiful, spf)ttefl horses chin o
strong, and brave. The Nez Percé trained them to ride into stampeding

Blood Is Shed That summer, 700 Nez
. Percé left the Wallowa Valley, their hearts
- filled with bitterness. One night, a group of
| angry young warriors slipped out of camp
- and murdered several whites. Chicf Joseph
- knew that the killings would bring soldiers
to punish his people. For the first time, the
) - Nez Percé would be at war with whites,
falo herds and sinlgle out one agimal fo; thg ilcli way of life. But in the ~ The S-Oldiers ca.me. Still h.oping to avoid
The Nez Percé treasured their homelan Y ~war, Indians carrying the white flag of peace

years after the Civil War, more and more strangers amved/froril t;li i‘f:; came forward to fall. Foolishly, the troops
settle in the Pacific Northwest. The world of the Nez Percé wo .opened fre anyway. Minutes Tater. 34 sol.
the same. : diers were dead. “T have been in lots of
scrapes,” reported a survivor, “but 1 never
:'Went up against anything like the Nez Percé
in all my life.”

Friendship with Whites For decades the Nez Percé were among thc.f
friendliest of all western Indians toward whites. In 1805, they sav.ed (}ﬁem
and Clark and their expedition from starvation. They were also friendly

with the first trappers, traders, and missioneliries who came to the North | The Flight fo Canada 1o desperation,
The Nez Percé had never killed a white person. the Nez Percé headed for the one place
west. : i finally broken by Americans’ hunger for land and: . o P
The friendship was . y d over Nez. Percé land, looking for where they might still Tive fret‘a%Canada.
riches. In the 1860s, miners swarmed ove 1d. Settlers followed. Some Por the next three months, Chief Joseph led
1%1(; ¢ P efr:céebands signed treatie he U.S.'Army on a chase of more tiflan
in which they agreed to give u 1,000 miles through rugged mountau? coun-
n whic ) Y to the try. Although greatly oulnumbered, his
their la.nd and mc'yve in Tdaho warriors won several battles.
Lapwai Res‘ervatlog lt sien a;lyi - The chase ended less than 40 miles from
Other bands refused to sig _ he Caradian border. Forced o sugrender,

trca(t)y. of these “no treaty” hief Joseph spoke his heart in these words;
ne -

bands lived in the Wallowa
Valley of eastern Oregon. | w
led by a man whose Indian na
meant “Thunder Rolling in thé
Mountams.” The newcomers -
called him Chief Joseph. In 18
representatives of the United::
States government presented -
Chief Joseph with a terrible
choice. You can give up yout
land peacefuilly and move to |
Lapwai, they told him, or elsQ
army troops will come and for:
you out.
Fearing a war he could not
win, Chief Joseph agreed to-

L am tired of fighting. Our chiefs are killed.... The old men are
all dead... . It is cold and we have no blankets. The listle children
are freezing to death. My people, some of them, have run away to
the hills, and have ne blankets, no Jood; no one knows where they
are.... Hear me, my chiefs. 1 am tired; my heart is sick and sad.
From where the sun now stands I will fight no more Jorever:

After their surrender, Chief J oseph and his followers were sent to a bar-
tn reservation in Okiahoma, There they began to fall sick and die. Soon
they had a cemetery just for babies, with more than a hundred graves,
Chief Joseph begged the government to allow his people to Join the rest
fthe Nez Percé in Lapwai. Although some did go to Lapwai, others,

. 'Cluding Chief Joseph, were sent to the Colville Reservation in
Yashington. They never went back to their homeland. When the chief died
904, the doctor listed the cause of death as “a broken heart.”

Chief Joseph was a great leader among
the Nez Percé. He promised his dying
father that he would not sell or give
away his people’s land, Tragically,
white settlers and government troops
drove the Nez Percé from their homes
in the 1870s. Chief Joseph died of 4
“broken heart” on a remote Indian
reservation in 1904.

i




“homesteadsr a farmer who
| is given a plot of public_!_é_lnd_" o
{called a homestead) in return

for cultivating it

transcontinental railroad a
railroad that crosses a continent
{trans means “across”)

subsidy money or other things
of value (such as land) that a
government contributes to an
enterprise

As settlers moved west, they seized
more and more land from the Native

Americans whe lived and hunted there.

Below we see a Native American vil-
lage near Fort Laramie, in what is now
Wyoming.
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fnterest in the West _ | _
gﬁetgf:ﬁd been gradually forcing N 'fnive Amencanls fr(‘)grz;];hzlr iﬁzd _
. cver since the first colonists arrived in North Amen;:a.b ro;m)éng
bt start of the Civil War, the West was populated mos6tzy cyn ot
Inians and huge herds of buffalo. Then, .m 1861 ar‘ld lgl },{01(1)1 efitead »
passed two laws that stirred new interest in the West—the
and the Pacific Railroad Act.

it and 1 o Wos o e, AL . e, o romnestoads 1
ggb\l:sli?;iainﬂizigg S;n:i) 1rfarm 1t for five i/ea;s. At the end of that time, the::
hor’r;‘:‘:iif;;;:’ ff f]izeie?v‘zgzs\i;ps ant)}ifnj;..&’ear afterlgzzr,a nth(;: lpgr?guts}fe _
Elfari:;:: i‘)f;dfii‘: i};iizfﬁiﬁ?e[gcssttzlie::igxt’;’riz“;:;ﬂion to more than

6 mi].lion.

i i the
ifi i he Pacific Railroad Act called for :
acific Railroad Act T ‘ : alle _
gh;iedii of a transcontinental rallroad to link the Atlgntlc and Pac1ﬁice:_
cz)];sts fgi‘his huge construction project was given to two railroad compan
y i 1 Pacific,
ion Pacific and the Centra _
the,gnhe}p the railroad companies pay for the project, Congress gavelt}tlﬁm .
bsidies in the form of sections of free land for every mile of track they
Sk

>

also loaned the two companies

The Pacific Railroad Act kicked off the greatest period of rajlroad con-
struction in the nation’s history.

By 1900, the railroads had laid 170,000
miles of track, much of it in the West. “Raj] barons” like the Ceniral

arles Crocker made vast fortunes,

a flood of new settlers. The newcomers
rospectors and preachers, schemerg and
rooks. But most were ordinary folk who

m, the West was a place where a lot of hard
ake their dreams come true,

ell this land to settlers, The government
more than $60 million.

work and a litile Tuck could m

 24.4The Railroad Builders

Y he plan for building a transcontinental raifroad looked simple

fic would start in Nebraska and

Laying track was hard work.
First the surveyors studied the Jand
and chose the route for the tracks,
They were followed by the graders,

b

hrough hills and filled up valleys to

- make the route as level ag possible.
Next came the tracklayers. They

ut down wooden ties and hauled in
Aeavy iron rails. One rail weighed
700 pounds, and there were 400

Us in each mile of track. Last
came the spikers. The spikers nailed

Chinese laborers Were recruited to dg
the backbreaking wark required to lay
rails across the Sierra Nevada moun-

tains. They were paid one dollar a day
for their labor.
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Native Americans depended heavily on
- the buftalo for food, shelter, and cloth-
ing. As the railroad moved west, bored
~passengers and hunters shot buffaio

_ out the windows of trains. Between
1872 and 1874, nine million buffalo were
killed. By 1900, there were fewer than
50 buffalo left in the United States.
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By 1867, Dodge’s crews were laying as much as seven miles of track
a day across the plains. The workers lived in tent cities that followed the
tracks west. These portable towns were tough, often dangerous places, A

reporter wrote, “Not a day passes but a dead body is found somewhere in

the vicinity with pockets rifled of their contents.”
For the Plains Indians, the railroad was an invasion of their homeland.

They watched in anger as millions of buffalo were slaughtered, destroying

their main source of food. Warriors attacked the work crews and derailed
supply trains by prying up sections of track. Grenville Dodge demanded
military help, and soon he had 5,000 troops guarding his crews as they
inched their way west.

The Central Pacific Builds East  In California,
the Central Pacific Railroad faced different problems.
Soon after the company began laying track, many of the
workers dashed off to newly discovered silver mines in
Nevada. Construction practically stopped.

In desperation, Charles Crocker, the head of con-
struction, hired 50 Chinese workers. He doubted that
the Chinese were big enough to do heavy construction.
On average, they weighed just 110 pounds. But the
Chinese surprised him. They could do as much work
in a day as any other crew, and often more.

Crocker was so impressed that he sent agents to
China to hire more Chinese workers. The agents were
Incky. War and unrest had driven millions of Chinese
into poverty and debt. Young men jumped at the chance
of going to America to build a railroad. Most of them
planned to save their money and return to China as
wealthy men.

More than 12,000 Chinese 13
cleared trees, shoveled dirt, blas

3

- and supplies to be shipp
- The Chinese worker

returning to China. But most st i
| hina. ayed on in America, helpi i
farms and businesses across the West, PR fo build pew

24.5 The Miners

in the West followed 2 pre-
old or silver, Soon fortune
. site. Almost overnight, min-
-growing settlements called boomtowns.

eekers from around the world fiocked to the
Ing camps mushroomed intofast

borers worked for the Central Pacific. They
?f:d tunnels, and laid tracks. At least 1,000

The discovery of gold or silver often
resutted in instant “boomtowns”
throughout the West. Pictured here is
Leadville, Colorado, in the 1870s. After
mining was finished, ghost towns
quickly replaced the hoomtowns.




Heavy machinery, used to remove gald
and silver buried deep in rocks, hadly
damaged the land.
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Newspaper reporter J. Ross Browne described the birth of one such town,..

Gila City, in present-day Arizona:

Enterprising men hurried to the spot v{)ith barrels of wh;sic;);i aned
billiards tables.... Traders crowded in with wagons of i?rc e
beans. Gamblers came with cards.... There w-a\?' everything
City within a few months but a church and a jail.

These instant towns had no government, no law, and l;tti)e olid;:r. o
mon. Honest miners fought back by formin,
Robbery and murder were com . o
“Vigﬂalfce committees” to control crime. The members of tgese c(cj)m _
ick justi ted murderer
gi ded out quick justice. A suspec .
tees, called vigilantes, han Susp e
i i icted, and hanged all in the same day. :
might be arrested, tried, convicted, ( L
abfut their methods, the vigilantes pointed out that 'there 'we-re i’l‘O co
jails nearby. And no miner had time to waste guarding criminals. ]
. i iners move
sy-to-1i 1d or silver was gone, most miner
When the easy-to-lind go ver w v
on. Just seven years after its birth, Gila City was a ghost town’., All
rer;lained wrote Browne, were “three chimneys and a coyote.

ivhf‘]ﬂ'i (;%iaiﬂ falas ille esi II[ an wavs Ill]‘lllllg WaS(IeS“"('“Ve.
: g i y i
] ” ! ] 1 1 ] N - .
W p

western states.

£4.6 Ranchers and Cowboys

third group of settiers in the West consisted of ranchers and the
cowboys who tended their herds of cattle. At the end of the Civil
B War, millions of longhorn cattie roamed the plains of Texas. The
Jonghorns got their name: from their impressive horns, which could meas-
ure more than seven feet from tip to tip. The market for all this beef was
the crowded cities of the East. Cattle worth $3 head in Texas might be
soid for $50 in New York or C icago. The problem was how to transport
the cattle to the cities. This challenge was complicated by the presence of
angry Indians and stampeding buffalo herds.

The Extermination of the Buffalo  The railroads made the ranchers’
task much easier, As the railroads moved onto the Great Plains, buffalo
hunters followed. The hunters killed huge numbers of butfalo for their
hides and bones, which were shipped by rail for sale in the East, ‘

The Plains Indians depended on the buffalo for food. They were horri-
fied by the slaughter. So were some other Americans. In 1874, Congress
passed a bill outlawing the killing of more buffalo than could be used for
food. But President Grant refused to sign the bill into law. General Phitip
Sheridan supported Grant’s decision. “You ought to give each hunter a
medal,” he said. “Let them kill, skin and seli ungil the buffalo are extermi-
nated {wiped out], Then your prairies can be covered with cattle and the
cowboy.”

By 1880, the buffalo had all but vanished. With their food gone, the
Plains Indians had little choice but to move to reservations. The plains
were now open to ranchers and their cattle.,

Cowhoys, like Isom Dart {pictured
helow), moved out west tg herd cattle.
Many cowboys dreamed of getting
their own herd and making their fortune
in the rapidly growing cattle empire.

The “Long Drive” The railroads also solved the ranchers’ transporta-

» Joseph McCoy built 4 stockyard next to the railroad

Being a cowhoy was dangerous and low-paying work. Still, life on the
f_'_trai] attracted many young adventurers. Most were Texans. About a third
ere of Mexican or African American heritage. Rarely, however, were
black cowboys promoted to trail boss. Jim Perry, for example, was an
s?xpert rider, roper, and tral cook. He once said, “If it weren’t for my
damned oid black face, I'd have been a boss Jong ago.”

nd of the trail, most cowboys were ready for rowdy fun, including drink-
g, gambling, and brawling. That made the cow towns wild, noisy, and
ften dangerous places.

The most notorious cow town was Dodge City in Kansas. An eastern

The Granger Callection, New Yark




Dodge City, Kansas, shown above,

was a wild cow town. When cowboys
reached the end of the drive, they were
ready for fun.
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more. Some even said that rain h
of railroads’

: ad followed the rails
wrote a Colorado Jjournalist,
more showers.” Others gave farmin

that “rain follows the plow.”

€ west. “The increase
has the.. effect of producing
g the credit for the wet years, claiming

3 et v R : | / . ion, the plains had few trees, so there was

newspaper described it as “a wicked little town.” Between 1872 and 1878,
64 victims of gunfights were buried on the hill above the town. Later, sev-
eral graves were dug up to make way for a new school. The gravediggers -
turned up a fine collection of skeletons, most still wearing their cowboy
boots. To this day, the Dodge City cemetery is known as Boot Hill. troduced a type of winter wheat tha

t thrived on the plains. With hard

homesteaders mad .
: e the Great Plain
productive wheat—growing region in the world $ the most

The End of the “Long Drive”  After growing rapidly for 20 years,
the cattle industry collapsed in 1887. The winter of 18861887 was the
worst that anyone could remember, January was so cold that one cowboy:
described his life as “hell without the heat.” Whole herds of cattle froze to
death. Ranchers called that terrible winter the “Great Die-Up.” Many of:
them lost everything. The survivors reduced their herds and fenced their:
grazing lands. They built barns and raised hay so that they could shelter
and feed their animals in winter. The days of the long drive were over.
Wild cow towns became civilized ranching centers. Adventuresome coOw:;
boys settled down to work as ranch hands. '
The cattlemen’s glory years faded into the past. Still, they had much't
be proud of. They had opened the Great Plains to settlement. And they had
created an industry that remains an important part of life in the West tods

24.7 The Homesteaders
& armers followed the ranchers onto the Great Plains. For half a cent
4 tury, the plains had been viewed as too dry for farming. Mapmake
i labeled the area the “Great American Desert.” Then in the 1870
a few homesteaders plowed and planted the grassland. They were lucky
These were years of plentiful rain, and their fields yielded fine crops.
The western railroads and land dealers made the most of this good 1u¢
Maybe the plains used to be too dry for farming, they said, bat not any

The plains grested newcomers with
miles and miles of treeless grassland.
Since lumber was expensive gr
unavailable, farmers built homes out of
s0d, or mats of soil. Sod houses proyved

to be cool in the summer and warm in
the winter.
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Federal (=) andtS?Ste ()
dian Reservatio
1880 P

Lands held by Indians

éfd?gﬁ; rt%nvsvf!%;reesd from or returned to Indians

. more, government officials saw Indians as standing
- ment of the West.

settlers by moving the Tndiang onto reservations, In
- exchange for their land, the Native Americans were
-promised food, farm tools, and schools where their
children would learn to “Jive like whites,”

.-'Army was authorized to round up Indians and keep

Sioux chief named Sitting Bull spoke for many

2. Approximately what percentag__fa____o______t_hej__l_agg sm;cggo 0‘1_99
' was held by Native Americahs__l_n 1860_. 1 71991

3. What are some of the reasorjs'_N:at

1850 and 19907 I
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™ he flow of miners, ranchers, and farmers to
the West compelled 4 change in federal poli-
Cy toward Native Americans. Under the
Indian Removal Act of 1830, Native Americans had
been promised lands in the Great Plains in exchange
for giving up their homelands in the East. By the
mid-1800s, whites were pushing deep into this
“Indian Territory,” A number of small wars raged as
Indians resisted the tide of settlement. More and

24.8 War on the Plains

in the way of the agricultural and industrial develop-

In 1867, Congress tried to Separate Indians and

The new policy was backed up by force. The U S.

them on reservations, .
Many Native Americans fought this effort to take
away their land and change their way of life. In the
1870s, the wars on the plains would settle the issye
oirce and for all.

Reservation Life The nomadic Plains peoples
hated the idea of being penned up on a reservation, A

ndians when he said:

I will vemain what I am until I die, ¢ hunter,
and when there are no buffalo or other game |
will send my children to hun; and live on prairie
mice, for when an Indian is shut in one place, his
body becomes wea. &=

Despite Sitting Bull’s words, the buffalo were disappearing, and most
ains Indians had little choice but to move to reservations. Once they did,
lowever, the promised food often failed (o arrive. Sometimes dishonest
indian agents sold it to settlers instead. Often the food was spoiled by the
fime it reached the Tndians.

Hungry and unhappy with reservation life, many warriors left the Teser-
tions to look for game or to attack settlers, When they did, they were
inted down by army troops.

- General George Crook sympathized with the Indians. “T do not wonder
at when these Indians see their wives and children statving they go to
'a1,” he wrote. “And then we are sent out to kill. It is an outrage”

Sitting Buif's Indian name was Tatanka
lyotaka. This Sioux chicf resisted white
settlement with passion and courage.
Nevertheless, his leadership was not
enough to stop the tide of newcomers.
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4.9 Chapter Summary

n this chapter, you read about the tensions that developed between . -
settlers and Native Americans in

an illustration of 4 buffalo hide ¢

the West after the Civil War. You vised

and onto reservations. Wheg India
were sent to move them by force.

During the Civil War, the Homestea
aroused new interest in the West. The c
continental railroad in 1869 opened the
Much of the West was first explored
The railroads helped ranchers and cowb
ranching to the Great Plains. Homeste
the most productive wheat-
The wars between settle

in the Battle of the Little B

afterward the Sioux and Cheyenne were forced onto r

eservations, R
The settling of the West helped to make the United States one of the
world’s largest and wealthiest i

‘how the rise of big business created ne

ns like the Nez Percé resisted, soidiers .-

d Act and the Pacific Railway Act

ompletion of the first trang- -~ -
West to a flood of new settlers. . "
by miners seeking pold and silver,. -
0ys introduce large-scale cattle
aders turned the Great Plains into
producing region in the world. S
15, soldiers, and Plains Indians cameto a head -~

ig Horn. The Indians won the battle, but SOOl’.l_. R

. In the next chapter, you will Tearn.
W opportunities and problems for. ..

Te i thi kers, immigrants, and liticians f; t i 1. g
Battle of the Littie Big Horn  The most famous battle in this - workers, immigr, nad politicians from east (o wes
‘o arfist's denipti s Last The Batile - i River in present-day
This artists depiction of CULS'WET SBi long struggle was fought near the L.1ttie Big Horn o bg enowa by
oS th'e lt(:tn‘.'aer 9 Montana. The Battle of the Little Big Horn soon cam
Horn, shows Sioux warriors - Custer’s Tast Stand.
i . another name—Cus : . Georoe Cusier
whelming Custer's (r00ps. C;Siego The trouble began when soldiers led 21)’ Ir‘ldla“ 3%};}2?; mf; ti < 15.000
himself was killed by a gunsho 1d in the Black Hills of Dakota Territory. s, 15/
1 the Biac . Ve
the head. The battle lasted only half foigdhiz whites were swarming aver Sioux 1-and. Rather thain r;rﬁ?ﬂs
an hour. g; i ineir):the government demanded that the Sioux Sil] the Blac o .
'tT}? H;ioux ’refused “I never want to leave this country,” a leader nam
e .

Wolf Necklace told the government agents. “All my relatives z_ire lyﬁlgrglf
i 0 d, and when I fall to pieces I am going to fall to picces here.
O e o ,was ordered to force the Indians out. In June 1876, army .
- zrrséed that several thousand Sioux and Cheyenne were campe
:)::ilc:: ihg Little Big Horn River. Custer was ordered to locate the camp
e gaitt;) Z letggr;zmlzztisa-n camp, however, he decided to attack af
onc(zn;ie ;ltiack :nded in disaster. Custer split up his trO(:)-pls ,rind the grot
that }.16 led suddenly found itself surrounded by angry ’w;mo .man ot
The battle, one warrior said, lasted no longer than d}.n. un ge;yﬁ -
to eat his dinner. In those few minutes, Custer and all his m _
SOICETS_:?;?(};E;({ the battle a massacre. Over the next few m(;)lls:)hs
the amgl;ytracked down the Sioux émd gg;;::stet (E)l:)ll(i, fg;c;iiai};:rgig o
3 i noring earlier treaties, _ )
rebe?ané?éliiilgion afres of land away from the Sioux. .
" eri 887, most Native American peoples had been moved onto res
tiori?/Never’ again would Indians roam freely across the West.
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