How did the people in the South and North
respond to the news of civil war?
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ident. On learning of his victory, Lincoln
» “Well, boys, your troubles are

Within a few weeks, it became clear just
ould be. By the time Lincoln took office,

large, strong hands.

ti

blems and new divisions.
Lincoln understood why.
lavery was not simply a poli-
al issue to be worked out
rough compromise. It was a
eply moral issue. As Lincoln
fote in a letter to a friend, “Tf
Siavery is not wrong, nothing is
'_'Ong.”

The troubles ILincoln faced were n
could be traced back to 1619, when the first
Since that time, slavery had ended in half of
on was, could the nation continue half-
_ For decades, Americans tried to avoi

hoped that slavery would simply die ou
o expand into new territories, and the

Between 1820 and 1860, American
mises on the issue of slavery. Each co

est elections in the nation’s history, a‘tall; -
named Abraham Lincoln was elected pres-'
said to the reporters covering -
over. Mine have just begun.” -
how heavy those troubles. i
the nation had split apart over:

ot new. The issue dividing the nation:
slave ship arrived in Virginia, s
the United States. The ques- S
slave and half-free?. . S

d that troubling question: Many
t on its own, Instead, slaVe’ry'bégém}
question could no longer be ignO're_d'.-'_
s tried to fashion severa] compro- -
mpromise, however, created new: s




* the Union The United States.
a's':one country, united under a-
single government. During the
Civil War, “the Union" came to
mean the government and
armies of the North.

in 1819, the number of slave states and
free states stood at 11 apiece. This bal-
ance was threatened when Missouri
applied for statehood as a slave state.

Slave States

Original 13 States
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Free States

States Entering the Union, 1781-1812

24.2 Confronting the Issue of Slavery
traveler, heading west across the Appalachians after the War of
1812, wrote, “Old America seems to be breaking up and moving

new states west of the Appalachians.
Congress had established a process for forming new states in the
Northwest Ordinance of 1787, Besides outlining the steps leading to state- .

hood, this law also banned slavery north of the Ohio River. As a result, the:

three western states that were formed north of the river—Ohio, Indiana,

and Illinois —were free states. The four states that were formed south of the

Ohio River—Kentucky, Tennessee, Louisiana, and Mississippi—all permi
ted slavery.

Tn 1819, Alabama and Missouri applied to Congress for statehood as
slave states. No one in Congress questioned admitting Alabama as a slave
state. Alabama was located far south of the Ohio River, and was sur-
rounded by other slave states. ‘

Congress had another reason for admitting Alabama with no debate. Fo
years there had been an unspoken agreement in Congress to keep the num:
ber of slave states and free states equal. The admission of Illinois as a free
state in 1818 had upset this balance. By accepting Alabama with slavery, .
Congress was able to restore the balance between slave and free states.

Missouri, however, was another matter.

Questions about Missouri
in Congress questioned whether Missouri should
also be admitted as a slave state. Most of Missouri
they observed, lay north of the point where the ~
Ohio River flows into the Mississippi. On the east:
ern side of the Mississippi, slavery was banned -~
north of that point. Shouldn’t the same ban also by
applied west of the Mississippi?

This question led to another one. If Missouri
was altowed to enter the Uinion as a slave stat
some asked, what would keep slavery from sprea

of a block of new slave states stretching from th
Mississippi to the Rocky Mountains was enoug
give some northerners nightmares. :

The Tallmadge Amendment When the bi
make Missouri a state came before Congress,
Representative James Tallmadge of New York
decided to keep that nightmare from coming tri
Tallmadge proposed an amendment to the state
bill. The amendment said that Missouri could joi
the Union, but only as a free state.
Southerners in Congress greeted Tallmadge’
amendment with a roar of protest. What right, 1

8 westward.” It was true. By 1819, restless settlers had formed seven-

Some porthemners

ing across all of the Louisiana Territory? The vision

i

ked, di 3 i
2: ffr:e , ;:lj;i Congress have to decide whether a new state should be slave
- CZ n ccoi(]in;g to the theory of states’ rights favored by many southern
, £ress had no power to impose its wi _
will on a state, old or new
r?ftegd}’]the people of each state should decide whether to permit sla-ver
o ef ght over slavery thus involved a basic question about the power: y‘;"
- the federal and state governments under the Constitution ! *°

A De

| éat ﬂz:f%;)zked Congress  Southerners’ profests were based on their

: ot L Longress was allowed to end slavery in Missouri, it might try &
T avery elsewhere. The North already had more votes in ’the Housergf ’

:states femained equal, southern senators could
;. fere with slavery. But if Missouri entered the
:South would Jose its power to block anti-siay
happened, southerners warned, it would be a

I'n the North, the Tallmadge Amendment

defeat any attempt to inter-
Union as a free state, the

ery bills in the Senate. If that
disaster for the South,
awakened strong feelings

An o, ity 1
PPOTIUnILy Is now presented to prevent the growth of a sin

which sits heavy on the soul of every one of us. By embracing this

opportunity, we may ; :
retrieve the nati
onal character and. i
degree our own, and, in some

An auctioneer holds a haby during a
stave auction, while the child’s mother
begs not to be separated from her
child. Scenes like this fueled the moral
autrage many felt toward sfavery,

The House voted to a
pprove the Tallmadge Ame
owever, southerners were able to defeat it. 'gi" oo In the oo

. . . - -
.

lie 1819 session of Congress drew to a close.
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secession the actof with-"
“drawing from an organization or
alliance, such as the withdrawal
of the southern states from the
Union

As a result of the Missouri
Compromise, Missouri entered the
Union as a slave state, while Maine
entered as a free state. In addition, a
line was drawn at the 36°30" parallel,
below which slavery would be allowed.
Above this line, slavery was prohibited.

COUNTRY
{Ctaimed by U.S,
and Great Britain}

Free slate
2| Free termitory
Slave state
--."' Stave territory

E 1'50“\1\:_-

i i yomise
.2 The Missouri Comp | | .
’% ¥ ¥ hen Congress returned to Washington in 1820, it took up .the
“ . question of Missourt statehood once again. By then, the situa-

" E;ﬁeivzzz:. Congress struggled to find a way out of its deadlock over
MiSS(())I;]I'i. As t,he debate dragged on and tempiars ':J:zoredtim.l, .slo\;z:l;efners
began using such dreaded words as ”3&@@3@5@@ an cnzﬂers (.)f o

“If you persist,” Thomas Cobb of Georgia warned ﬁuglpd e ol e
amendment, “the Union will be dissolved. You have kindled a |
only a sea of blood can extinguish.”

“If disunion must take place, let it be so!” thundered Tallmadge in repl

H e.!’
“If ¢ivil war must come, I can only say, let it com

A Compromise Is Reached Rather than risk the breakup of the

Union, Congress finally agreed to a compromise crafted by Representative. .

Henry Clay of Kentucky. The compromise admitted Missouri to the Unio
e

. o bal
as a slave state and Maine as a free state. In this way, it maintained the

ance of power between slave and free states.

imagi i isiana
At the same time, Congress drew an imaginary line across the Louisiana
b

Territory at latitude 36°30’. North of this line, slavery Wlas to be bannfed i
f ereve;y except in Missouri. South of the line, slaveholding was permitte
& >

Reactions to the
Compromise The
Missouri Compromise ke_
b % ; the Union together. But it
: pleased no one. In the
North, congressmen wh _
voted to accept Missouri::
a slave state were called :
traitors. In the South, sla___
holders deeply resented th
ban on slavery in part o
the Louisiana Territory..
Meanwhile, as Secret:
of State John Quincy

the future of slavery mt
United States as a whol

compromise, believing 1
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be all that could be effeck

- - : © '.1

[accomplished] under the present Constitution, and fi rom_extr.emf: unv‘l:i_f

ingness to put the Union at hazard [risk],” wrote Adamrs in his d;]ff\ri. . f

Union must be dissolved, slavery is precisely the questlor? on w 10” :
ought to break. For the present, however, the contest is laid asleep.

tion had changed, for Maine was now asking to enter the Union

have favored this MissOutl

214 The Missouri Compromise Unravel

A s John Quincy Adams predicted, for a time the “con
slavery was laid to rest. But a
A I\ soon pushed the issue of slave
Great Awakening. As youread in Chapter 18, leaders of the religious
revival of the 18205 and 18305 promised that God would grant salvation to
those who did the Lord’s work And fi

0
was the abolition of slavery.

8

fest” over
powerful force was building that

ry into the open again: the Second

The horrors of slavery were detailed
in many northern newspapers and

T some Americans, the Lord’s work periodicals such as this ong,

The “Gag Rule” During the 18305,
abolitionists flooded Congress with anti-
slavery petitions. Congress, they were told,
. had no power to interfere with slavery in the
- states. Then what about the District of

__EMm ANCIPATOR rxres

Nk "YO Ay

o American Anti-Blavery Alman;

© Lk The seven cits Tollowing, -z selected” from ‘thir,
Slavery Almange for 1840, . They vopresont we
aus ways, the érielfios duily inflicted, uge)
felloty-comnfrimin 1. A brief &xplas

Rather than face that question, Congregs
oted in 1836 to table all anti-slavery peti-
tions. (To table means to set something aside
‘indefinitely.) Outraged abolitionists called this

ction the “gag rule,” because it gagged
(silenced) all congressional debate over
slavery. ‘
 In 1839, the gag rule brevented considera-
tio

n of an anti-slavery proposal by john
Quincy Adams, who was now a mermber of

Adams proposed a constitutional amendment
aying that no one could be born into slavery

after 1845, Congress, however, refused to con-
ider his proposal.

outhern Fears  Abolitionists were far
om silenced by the refusal of Congress to
ebate slavery. They continued to attack slay-

y in books, in newspapers, and at public
eetings.

A Woman chained bo o Girl, a

ki " They ien'é 2aks ks of thmsehies®
in the field. - Uit

Hterasting: t:
White southerners deeply resented the abo-
ttionists’ attacks as an assault on their way of
life. After Nat Turner’s slave rebellion in
31, resentment turned to fear. Southern
lates adopted strict new laws to control the
vement of slaves. Many states also tried to T T
&P abolitionist writings from reaching slaves, Mississippi even offered a
YWard of $5,000 for the arrest and co

nviction of any person “who shall
€1, publish, or circulate” abolitionist ideas.

Ssruility of the Novthors: States in orreating wnd oturping
Sugitive Slaves,
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?u‘g%ﬁve ‘a person who flees or
tries to escape (for example, -
from slavery)

Nat Turner, pictured above, led the last
major slave uprising in the United
States. Following the Turner revolt,
southerners tightened restrictions on
slaves.
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Fugitive Slaves Nat Turner’s rebellion was the last large-scale slave

revolt. But individual slaves continued to rebel by running away to free-
dom in the North. These fugitives from slavery were often helped in their
escape by sympathetic people in the North.

To slaveholders, these northerners were no better than bank robbers. A
good slave was a valuable piece of property. Every time a slave escaped,
it was like seeing five acres of land vanish into thin air. Slaveholders
demanded that Congress pass a fugitive slave law to help them recapture

their property.

Slavery in the Territories The gag rule:
kept the slavery issee out of Congress for ten
years. Then, in 1846, President James Pollc
sent a bill to Congress asking for funds
for the war with Mexico. Pennsylvania repre-
sentative David Wilmot added an amendmen,
to the bill known as the Wilmot Proviso. (A7
proviso is a condition added to an agree-
ment.) Wilmot’s proviso stated that “neithe
slavery nor involuntary servitude shall ever
exist” in any part of the territory that might
be acquired from Mexico. '
Southerners in Congress strongly opposed
Wilmot’s amendment. Congress had no right,
they maintained, to decide where slavehold
ers could take their property. The Wilmot
Proviso passed the House, but it was rejected
by the Senate. ”

Statehood for California  For the next
three years, Congress debated what to do
about slavery in the territory gained from Mexico. Southerners wanted
all of the Mexican Cession open to slavery. Northerners wanted all of
it closed.

As a compromise, southerners proposed a bill that would extend the
Missouri Compromise line all the way to the Pacific. Slavery would be
banned north of that line and allowed south of it. Northerners in Congress
rejected this proposal. :

Then, late in 1849, Calitfornia applied for admission to the Union as a:
free state. Northerners in Congress welcomed California with open arms.;_
Southerners, however, rejected California’s request. Making California a-
free state, they warned, would upset the equal balance between slave and
free states. The result would be to make the slave states “a fixed, dreary
hopeless minority.” :

The year ended with Congress deadlocked over California’s request fo

statechood. Once again, resentful southerners spoke openly of withdrawitig
from the Union. And once again, angry northerners denounced slavery a's::

“a crime against humanity. ..a great evil.”

Mine are never destined to see that
iracle... . T see it ag plainly as I see

Must produce such a war as I wil] not
describe.”

finally adopted Clay’s plan.

the crisis end. Some southerners,

his question of Slavery alone, take it
Ut and keep it out of Congress; and

yone Clay’s new compromise h '

: ad someth

ie;i:: ejust about everyone, T began by admitting California to the Uilniilio
e state. That vx'zou]d please the North, Meanwhile, New Mexico and

which would please

Slaveholders had lon
g wanted such a Iaw i : .
find and reclaim thejr runaway slaves, ’ WI}ICh would mike it easier o

The Compromise of 1850 admitted
California as a free stato and allowed
the southwestern territories to be set
up with 1o restriction on slavery,

Webster dismissed such talk as
oolish. “Secession! Peaceable seces-
ton!” he exclaimed. “Your eyes and

t_he sun in heaven—1I see thay secession

A war over slavery? That was

Most Americans were happy to see

Owever, remained wary of the Com-
fomise of 1850. A North Caroling
SWspaper warned the North to “Jet |0 s
";" @ Slave territory

;% gergrory open 1o slavery

¥ Lompromise of 1850

Admitted as free state
23 Compromiss of 1850 by

Spect and enforce the Fugitive Slave
W as it stands, Jf not, we leave you!”




The Granger Coliection, New York

In this painting, a group of fugitive
slaves are helped as they make their
escape from bondage. The assistance
northerners gave to escaped slaves
caused hard feelings among southern
slaveholders.
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21.6 The Compromise Satisfies No One
=4 lay and Webster hoped that the Compromise of 1850 would quiet

no one. Instead of quieting down, the debate grew louder each year.

The Fugitive Slave Law
Both sides were unhappy with the
Fugitive Slave Law, though for dif- :
ferent reasons. Northerners did not -
want to enforce the law. Southerners
felt the law did not do enough to
ensure the return of their escaped
property.

Under the Fugitive Slave Law,
any person arrested as a runaway
slave had almost no legal rights.
Many runaways fled to Canada
rather than risk being canght and
sent back to their masters. Others
decided to stand and fight. Revereﬁ_
Jarmain Loguen, a former slave
living in New York, said boldly,
“T don’t respect this law—1 don’t:
fear it—I won’t obey it...I will no
live like a slave, and if force is employed to reenslave me, I shall make
preparations to meet the crisis as becomes a man.”

The Fugitive Slave Law also said that any person who helped a slave
escape, or even refused to aid slave catchers, could be jailed. This provi-
sion, complained New England poet Ralph Waldo Emerson, made “slave
catchers of us all.” :

Opposition to the law was widespread in the North. When slave :
catchers came to Boston, they were hounded by crowds of angry citizens
shouting, “Slave hunters—there go the slave hunters.” After a few days 0
this treatment, most slave catchers decided to leave. :

Notherners’ refusal to support the law infuriated slaveholders. 1t also:
made enforcement of the law almost impossible. Of the tens of thousand
of fugitives living in the North during the 1850s, only 299 were captured
and returned to their owners.

Unele Tom’s Cabin  Nothing brought the horrors of slavery home to.
northerners more than Uncle Tom’s Cabin, a novel by Harriet Beecher
Stowe. The novel grew out of a horrifying vision Stowe experienced whi
she was sitting in church on a wintry Sunday morning in 1851. The visio
began with a saintly slave known as Uncle Tom and his cruel master,
Simon Legree. In a furious rage, Legree had the old slave whipped to
death. Just before Uncle Tom’s soul slipped out of his bloodied body, he
opened his eyes and whispered to Legree, “Ye poor miserable critter! Th
ain’t no more ye can do. I forgive ye, with all my soul!”

the slavery controversy for years to come. In fact, it satisfied almasf 5

| he Ostend Manifesto and
he Kansas-Nebraska Act
Northerners who were horrified by
slavery were roused to fury by two

so-called Ostend Manifesto, and the
Kansas-Nebraska Act.

Qstend, Belgium. President Franklin Pierce
.land of Cuba from Spain, by

On‘"_n the diplomats urged the U.S. governm

SPened the region to settlers.

18souri Compromise, Dou
Utherners

; I}a(&i‘ng home, Stowe scribbled dow
ncte Tom'’s death bec
lished in installments 1';i T: flf;;i;)iiijzum e stoy that s fst P
newspaper. In one issue, terrified read-
ers held their breath as the beautiful
slave Eliza chose to risk death rather
than be sold away from her young son
| Chased by slave hunters and their |
dogs, Eliza dashed to freedom across
the ice-choked Ohio River, cluiching
her child in her arms. Later, Stowe’s
readers wept as they read her account
of how Uncle Tom died at the hands of
Simon Legree.

In 1852, Uncle Tom’s Cabin was

n what she had seen. Her vision of

ents in 1854: the publication of the

The document known as the Ostend

Manifesio was a message sent to the
teretary of state by three Ame

rican diplomats who were meeling in

‘ had been trying to purchase the
t Spain had refused the offer. The message

ent to seize Cuba by force if

Perhaps no other novel in American
history has had the political impact of
Uncle Tom's Cabin, Upon meeting
author Harriet Beecher Stowa,
f.braham Lincoln said, “So you're the

little woman who wrote the book that
made this great war.”

Because this territory lay north of the

glas’s bill said nothing ab

‘ £ about slavery. But

1 Congress agreed to Support the bill only if Douglas made a
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1307

- Tertltory -

- New Mexico. &
Terrtory

Free state

Free territory

Slave state

D Slave terilory

Area ariginally free, but |
opened lo stavery by
Kansas-Nebraska Act

few changes—and those changes
had far-reaching consequences.

Douglas’s final bill created two
new tetritories, Kansas and
Nebraska. It also scrapped the
Missouri Compromise by leaving it
up to the settlers themselves to vote
on whether to permit slavery in the
two territories. Douglas called this
policy “popular sovereignty,” or
rule by the people.

Douglas’s Kansas-Nebraska Act
hit the North like a thunderbolt.
Once again, northerners were
haunted by nightinare visions of
slavery marching across the plains:
Douglas tried to calm their fears by
saying that the climates of Kansas::
and Nebraska were not suited to
slave labor. But when northemers

including four of Brown’s sons and his son-in-law
tow1'1 of Pottawatomie. There they dragged five mf;
porting slavery from their homes and hacked them

invaded the pro-slavery
n they suspected of Sup-
to death with swords.

2074 B0

- Viol i i
;{;nai}?c(i:ehml Congress The violence in Kansas greatly disturbed
__ Seanior arles Sumner of Massachusetts. To Sumner, it was proof of what
ong suspected —that Senator Stephen Douglas had plotted with
outherners to make Kansas a slave state.
3 In 18'56, S@ner voiced his suspicions in a passionate
“The Crime Against Kansas.” Using harsh
-iﬁzi)e({cthe crﬁne against Kansas™ as a violent assault on an innocent
¥, “compelling it to the hateful emb
. ompel race of slavery.” He dismissed
]?ouilas az abn01some [offensive], squat, ahd nameless animal » Sumner
80 heaped abuse on many southerners. i i i .
rs, including the distingui
enator Andrew P. Butler of South Carolina ¢ Bshed
Just what Sumner ho ish v
ped to accomplish was not ¢l i
» s ear. '
of his speech were quickly printed u e N e

of his sp p for distribution in the N

. e North. After
readng it, New England poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow congratulated
Sumner on the “brave and noble at in the

: : speech you mad i i
 morios oF y ¢, never to die out in the

_ Speech entitled
» shocking language, Surmer

The Kansas-Nebraska Act outraged
northerners because it violated the
Missouri Compromise.
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Newspaper editor Horace Greeley charged in the New York Tribune:

studied maps, they were pot so sure Certainly it was not about to die out in the memories of enraged south
T raged south-

ngf;:. 1?‘;0 dal))zs after the speech, Senator Butler’s nephew, South Carolina

sentative Preston Brooks, attacked Sumner ,

: ost , r in the Senate, beati i

with his cane until it broke in half. By the time other senators B

Brolgks a'way, Sumner had collapsed, unconscious and bloody

- hecellcglons to thl\; attack on Sumner showed how bad] y divided the coun
ad become. Many southerners ap h

: plauded Brooks for defendi

onor of his family and the South. F oo o

:. - I'rom across the South, supporters

rooks new canes to replace the one he had broken on Sumngf s headsent

The pretense of Douglas & Co. that not even Kansas is to be
made a slave state by his bill is a gag [joke]. Ask any Missourian
what he thinks about it. The Kansas Territory...is bounded in its
entire length by Missouri, with a whole tier of slave counties leaning
against it. Won't be a slave state!...Gentlemen! Don’t lie any more!

Pro-slavery men from Missouri on their
way 1o Lawrence, the “Free Soil” capi-
tal of Kansas. These “border ruffians”
used violence and threats to frighten
anti-stavery citizens.

Bloodshed in Kansas After the Kansas-Nebraska Act was passed, s¢
tlers poured into Kansas. Most were peaceful farmers looking for fertile:
soil. Some settlers, however, moved to Kansas either to support or to
oppose slavery. In the South, towns took up collections to send their youn,
men to Kansas. In the North, abolitionists raised money to send weapoti |
anti-slavery settlers. Before long, Kansas had two competing government
one for slavery and one against it. .
The struggle over slavery soon turned violent. On May 21, 1856, pro
slavery settlers and “border ruffians” from Missowri invaded Lawrence,
Kansas, the home of the anti-slavery government. The invaders burned é
hotel, looted several homes, and tossed the presses of two abolitionist
newspapers into the Kaw River. As the invaders left Lawrence, one of the
boasted, “Gentlemen, this is the happiest day of my life.” '
The raid on Lawrence provoked a wave of outrage in the North. Mot
was quickly raised to replace the destroyed presses. And more “free-soil
ers.” as the anti-slavery settlers were called, prepared to move to Kans _'
Meanwhile, a fiery abolitionist named John Brown plotted his own
revenge. Two days after the Lawrence raid, Brown and seven followe:




iewed the beating as another example of southern 21.7 The Dred $ﬁ@?’f E%Gssgﬁn |

iy nOﬁhe@erS o Br ks was no better than the pro-slavery bullies W, ' March 6, 1857, Chief Justice Roger Taney prepared to deliver
o thlmrdet}f(les’ S;gci)eople of Lawrence. One Connecticut student 1 the most important decision of his

© 123 B : . ) )
who had attac ("3 he ;gvrote to Sumner about going to war. “T don’t think | % the chief justice had lf)n
is S? s thdtlsuse to stay any longer in the high school,” she wrote. Maryland lawyer, he had publicl
iti ery muc :
ﬂ"[{li Obz;sywould be better learning to hold muskets, and the girls to make
e

Career. Nearly 80 years old,
g been opposed to slavery, As a young
y declared that “slavery is a blot upon
our national character and every lover of freedom confidently hopes that

it will be... wiped away.”
bullets.” True to his words, Taney had gone on to free his Own slaves. Many
hifted from observers wondered whether he
In 1857, the slavery controversy s
The Drad Scoft Case

. . . d Scott. Years
fo decide a case concerniiﬂg ik?/}l:iiszl\ifl;s;i‘;e\;\qf?::zgsiiewhere slavery was Two Judicial Bombshelis
earlier, Scott had‘travcl.e W r;lise Upon his return to Missourt, Scott facts of Dred Scott’s case. Then
hanned by the MIS.SOUI.‘I Compro " : ued that his stay in Wisconsin ha hells. By a vote of five to four
went to court to win his freedom. He arg : ue for his freedom in a federal
made him a free mar.l. . ¢ Court in 1857. Five of them “said Taney, could Scoit become a citizen, No African American, whether
There were ninie justices on the Supremfrom the South. Four were fror slave or free, was an American citizen-—or could ever become one.
including Chief Justice Roger Taney, were s to decide. First, as a slave Next, Taney dropped bombshell number two. The Court had also reject-
the North. The justic.es had two ke};lqu?sttll:’:g bring a case before a federal _féd Scott’s argument that his stay in Wisconsin had made him a free man.
wasrtlzrgdci:zlttc?igiitalizsetriln‘:;hioniﬁstc:n;i make him a free man? The reason was simple. The M
courts del ’

issouri Compromise was unconstitutional,
ttle the slavery contro Taney’s argument went something
d to use the Scotf case 1o se :
Taney, however, hope

ce and for all. And so be asked the Court to consider two more ::h'ke th(iiS. Slaves ;11’ ¢ PTOP‘?I” ty : The' Fifﬂ;l
Preston Brooks savagely beats Charles VeISy.Oll - Did Congress have the power to make any laws at all com‘:ern | Amendment to the Constitution $ays a't
Sumner on the U.S. Senate floor. It ook f]ueitlf\ffr.y i:l the tegl”ritories? And, if so, was the Missouri Compromise . pr«z%erty caznot b:};aj;en g;tnr.l pzopl(f): with-
- in C out due process o —that is, a proper
Sumner three and a'hah‘ years to re Cogn titutional use of that power? . - hegrjng_ Banning slavery 1 Etefrj-
cover from the beating ory, Taney reasoned, is the same as taking
roperty away from slaveholders who

court because he was not a citizen. Nor,

Minnesola -
o-. Temlory.

Tertitory

__étther than banning slavery, Congress hasg
constitutional responsibility to protect the
roperty tights of slaveholders in a territory.
- The Dred Scott decision delighted slave-
holders. They hoped that, at long last, the

Freo state
: - Slave slatg
185ue of slavery in the territories had been R

Settled—and in their favor. T

Dred Scott’s struggle for freedom

hastened the beginning of the Civil War
and, in the end, led to freedom for
afl slaves,

‘Many northerners, however, were

The Decision of the Supreme Court

Is the Moral Assassination of a Race
and Cannot Be Obeyed!
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As a result of the Dred Scott decision,
slavery was allowed in all territories.
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, c romise to Crisis : where weapons and ammunition are
21.8 F?Qm omp ver the Kansas-Nebraska Act, anti-slavery stored) at Harpers Ferry, Virginia. He
Ny, e the controversy o olitical organization called the Republican’ wanted to use the weapons to arm slaves
aCUVlStSthgZeiliizz:spwere united by their beliefs that “no man for a rebellion that would destroy slavery
an o Par(?t;:; Iflan .I.).that slavery must be prohibited ir-1 the terri- forever. _
can own 2 t be free states...that the rights of our It was an insane scheme. All of
tories...that all new states mus " - Brown’s men were killed or captured dur-
colored citizen.. 'mL,lSt be.pr;t]jai s .nomjnated Abraham Lincoln to run for ing the raid on the arsenal, Brown himself
n 1858, RCP.Uthan; u ce 21?1 this honor, Lincoln pointed out that all; was convicted of treason and sentenced to
the Senate. In hl; Sg:Croifisepon ((t;he slavery issuc had failed. Quoting die. On the day of his hanging, he left a
attempts ;).;?ach :Wafned “A house divided against itself cannot stand.” noFe that rt.ead, “I John Brown am_ nowi
Abraham Lincoln addresses an fr_om the Bi tz’n' o belieV’e this government cannot endure, permanently quie Cf:rtam that the crimes of this gu'ﬂty
audience during one of the famaus Eﬁgﬁ:v:’i;d ha;lf-free. 1 do not expect the Union to be dissolve(.ifl do and v&fil never be purged away but with
Lincoin—DougIas debat[.es. St‘ephen t e;{ ect the house to fall —but T do expect it will cease to be divided. It Iogd- b wonds filled wh "
Douglas is directly behind Lincoln on nwc;ll bfcome all one thing, or all the other.” . uch words filled white southerners
the platform.

. ~with fear. If a slave rebellion did begin, it
The Lincoin-Douglas Debates was their blood that would be spilled. The

Lincoln’s opponent in the Senate race fact that many northerners viewed Brown

was Senator Stephen Douglas. The s a hero, rather than a lunatic, also left

Tilinois senator saw no reason why the ‘Wwhite southerners uneasy.

nation could not go on half-slave and ::

half-free. When Lincoln challenged hi T he Election of 1860 The 1860 presi-

to debate the slavery issue, Douglas ential race showed just how divided the

agreed. ; nation had become. While the Republicans
During the debates, Douglas argue vere united behind Lincoln

that the Dred Scott decision had put th @ad split between northern and southern

In his eyes, slavery was a moral, not a Stephen Douglas. Southern Democrats
legal, issue. He declared, “The real isti i “wpported Joha C. Breckinridge of

in this controversy...is the sentiment of Kentucky. The election became even more
one class [group] that looks upon th . onfusing when a group called the
institution of slavery as a wrong, and. Cmstitutional Union Party nominated

the other class that does not look uporn ohn Bell of Tennessee.

as a wrong.” With his opposition divided three ways,
Lincoln lost the election. But the ncoln sailed to victory. But it was a Strange sort of victory. Lincoln won

debates were widely reported, and the ith just 40 percent of the votes, all of them cast in the North, In ten south-
helped make him a national figare. Hi ™ states, he was not even on the ballot.

argument with Douglas also brought.

For white southemners, the election had an unmistakable message. The
moral issue of slavery into sharp focu (

uth was now a minority section. It no longer had the power to
Compromise over slavery was becom: lional events or policies. Sooner or later, sout

ing impossible, ould try to aboli

shape
herners feared, Congress
sh slavery. And that, wrote a South Carolina n
ould mean “the loss of liberty, property,
John Brown's Raid While Lin akes life worth living.”

fought to stop the spread of slavery In the weeks following the election, talk of secession filled the air.
through politics, John Brown adoptéé Armed senators formed a committee to search for yet another compro-
more extreme approach. Rather than S¢ that might hold the nation together, They kn,

wait for Congress to act, Brown plan t be easy. Still
to seize the federal arsenal (a place on and disaster.

ewspaper,
home, country —everything that

The Granger Collection, New York
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John Brown was a hero to anti-
slavery northerners and a viflain
to the slaveholding South.
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The opening shots of the Civil War
were fired at Fort Sumter on April 12,
1861. No one was killed in the 33-hour
bombardment. Jt was a bloodless open-
ing to the bloodiest war in American
history.
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21.9 Secession
=B {he Senate commitiee
held its first meeting on

i, December 20, 1860.
Just as the senators began their
work, events in two distant
cities dashed their hopes for a
settlement.

Tn Springfield, IHlinois, a
reporter called on president-
elect Abraham Lincoln, When
asked whether he could sup-
port a compromise on slavery,
Lincoln’s answer was clear.
He would not interfere with
slavery in the South. And he -
would support enforcement of:
the Fugitive Slave Law. But
Lincoln drew the line at letting
slavery extend into the territo-:
ries. On this question, he
declared, “Let there be no
compromise.”

o In Charleston, South
Cairolina, delegates attending a state convention voted that same day to
leave the Union. The city went wild. Church bells rang. Huge crowds filled
the streets, roaring their approval. A South Carolina newspaper boldly pro-
claimed, “THE UNION IS DISSOLVED!” Six more states soon followe

South Carolina’s lead.

CiviiWar  On March 4, 1861, Lincoln became president of the not-
so-United States. In his inaugural address, Lincoln stated his belief that
secession was both wrong and unconstitutional. He then appealed to the
rebellious states to return in peace. “In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow
countrymen, and not in mine,” he said, “is the momentous issue of civil

Lk

war.
A month later, hotheads in Charleston, South Carolina, forced the issue

On April 12, they opened fire on Fort Sumter, a federal fort in Charleston
Harbor. After 33 hours of heavy shelling, the defenders of the fort hauled
down the Stars and Stripes and replaced it with the white flag of surrender.

The news that rebels had fired on the American flag unleashed a wav
of patriotic fury in the North. All the doubts that people had about using -
force to save the Union vanished. A New York newspaper reported excited
ly, “There is no more thought of bribing or coaxing the traitors who have
dared to aim their cannon balls at the flag of the Union... . Fort Sumter &
temmporarily lost, but the country is saved.”

The time for compromise was over. The issues that had divided the
nation for so many years would now be decided by war.

£1.10 Chapter Summary
n this c'hapter, you learned how a series of compromises féileci to ké'e. :.-
the United States from splitting in two over the issue of slavery You .P_-; :
-used the metaphor of an unraveling flag to unde iotiises:
and decisions that were made in an effort to preserve the Union. In 1820
the Missouri Compromise resolved the first : i
admitting Missouri to the Union as a slave state and Ma
The compromise also drew a line across the
Louisiana Territory. In the future, slavery
would be permitted only south of that line,
The furor over slavery in new territories
erupted again after the war with Mexico.
‘The Compromise of 1850 admitted
California as a free state while leaving
the territories of New Mexico and Utah
open to slavery. In addition, the com-
promise ended the slave trade in
Washington, D.C., and included a
fugitive slave law.
Once again, compromise failed.
__Northerners refused to honor the
Fugitive Slave Law. Attitudes on
both sides were hardened further
by Harriet Beecher Stowe’s
owerful novel Uncle Tom’s

great crisis over slavery by.
ine as a free state

In Iilinois, the issue of
lavery was the focus of
ell-publicized debates

Lincoln and Stephen
Douglas. Tempers—
and fears—rose even
higher after John

t::i_on as president in 1860

Was the last straw. Led by South

Carolina, several southern states left the Union. s
When southerners fired on Fort Sumter, in Charleston .
Harbor, the time for compromise had passed. .

the nation was poised on the brink of war,

rstand the compromises -




